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Making Adult Teaching Useful,
¥ Xx ¥ Relevant and Engaging




MATURE Unit 8 Pushing the Boundaries ANNEX 2
Roles of the exercise 

1. The “Educator”. The adult educator who is struggling to find creative ways to make learning engaging and useful. The educator is young, working for the institution for the first time. S/he is hoping to apply a successful learning intervention and make a difference in the lives of the underprivileged older learners. After discussing with the learners, the educator believes that their greatest need is to be familiarized with digital media. However, the educator realizes that nothing is quite as expected: the representative of the institution has a concrete idea of how the programme should be implemented and what it should look like, an idea totally different from the vision of the educator. Additionally, many learners seem quite reluctant to engage.
2. The “Boss”. The narrow-minded representative of the institution providing for the class. Accepts only traditional teaching practices, doesn’t really believe that older individuals need any kind of education and is only in it for the grant received from the City. The Boss thinks that the classes should be on crafts, because similar classes had already been completed in the past, so “Why bother with anything else? There’s not much more these people can do anyway”.

3. The “Learner”. A senior with a low level of self-confidence. He is eager to learn how to use a computer, but is afraid that he is too old and feeble. He doesn’t care for a lesson in crafts. Also, he thinks the educator is too young to understand him. 

The three characters meet, in order to define the content of the topic of the learning programme.  The aim of the educator is to come to terms with the representative of the institution and motivate the learner to participate actively and willingly.
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